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Welcome Celebrant
Entrance Hymn 2/22, The glory of these forty days, H143, v, 1-4
Please stand or sit as best helps you pray and sing.  3/1, The God of Abraham praise, H 401, vv 1-3
3/8,  Glorious things of thee are spoken, H 523

3/15, See Insert

3/22,  Thinearm, O Lord, in days of old, H 567

Opening Sentences

Celebrant
People

Blessed be God who forgives all our sins.
God’s Mercy endures for ever. Amen.

Decalogue and Words of Consolation

Celebrant

People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant

Hear the commandments of God to his people:

| am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.

Amen. Lord, have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.



People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant

Amen. Lord, have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14,16

Confession of Sin

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and
in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we
have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only
your will. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life.

People Amen.

Kyrie Eleison Lord, have mercy upon us S 91
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

2/22

3/1

3/8

3/15

3/22

First Sunday in Lent

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to
help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us,
let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Second Sunday in Lent

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your
ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Third Sunday in Lent

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant
your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the
swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to
be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The lessons are provided at the back of this missal on the following pages

2/22 - page 12 3/1- page13 3/8 - page 15
3/15 - page 17 3/22 - page 19
Sequence Hymn 2/22, Creator of the earth and skies, H 148, v 1-3

Please stand or sit as best helps you pray and sing. 3/1,  Now let us all with one accord, H147, v 1-3

3/8, O Love of God, how strong, H 456, vv 1-2
3/15, See Insert
3/22, Come Down, O Love divine, H 516, v 1



Gospel

The Gospel lesson is with the other lessons of the day.
The Sermon

The Creed

Please stand, sit, or kneel as best helps you pray.

All  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. Who has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of The People
In the pauses throughout these prayers, you are invited to hold up to God, erther silently or aloud, the
names of those you remember especially today.

Celebrant  God of the wilderness, acknowledging our frailty and our need and trusting in your
boundless love, we come before you praying:
People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor  For the ministry of your Holy Church, especially [Anglican and Diocesan Prayer
Cycles], that your ministers of every order may serve you in all humility,
compassion, patience, and fortitude, we pray.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor  For all those in authority and all the nations of the world, that our lust for power
may be left at the foot of the cross, rendering our own plans as ash before God
who showers joy and thanksgiving on all of creation, we pray:

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor  For the good of the whole world, for the flourishing of those in need, for the
wealthy to give away more and live with less, for generosity of love to be present in
all of God’s people, that the whole world would turn toward gratitude and away
from scarcity, we pray:

People Lord, have mercy.



Intercessor  For all those on our parish prayer list, especially [immediate needs], and for all who
suffer, for humankind and all of creation, for illness and for the sin-sickness from
which only God can give us rest, that we may be called during this season of
devotion into caring for the suffering around us and inside of ourselves, with
gratitude that God is with us in all of it, we pray:

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor  For the reminder of your steadfastness that we receive when we are thankful, when
we survey the riches of your grace, when we count the blessings we now name,
either aloud orin the silence of our hearts....

(silence is kept)
In our gratitude, we pray:

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor  For those who have died [especially anyone listed or requested] and all those who
grieve their loss, we pray:

People Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant  God of all mercy, we thank you that you hear our cries for forgiveness, for
abundant life, for comfort in death, for resurrection into eternal life. May we bless
the Lord, not forgetting all his benefits, his forgiveness of our iniquities, his healing
all our diseases, the God who redeems us from the pit, who crowns us with
steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies us with good. Send us, we pray, into the
world to love others out of gratitude for God'’s love for us, that we may follow in
Christ’s commandment to love God and love one another,

People Amen.

Celebrant  Holy and undivided Trinity, you have called us to be one as you are One, and so
we offer together our Trinity prayer for mission.

People Loving God, we give you thanks that you have called Trinity Church to be a
caring, Christ-centered community, empowered to worship, serve, and grow in
faith. Guide us and strengthen us to be ever more welcoming and inclusive, and
to encourage all people to love God and one another. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Announcements & Blessings

Birthdays: O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant/s as

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Anniversaries: O God, who has given us the sacrament of marriage that we may know you
through the intimacy of married love; send therefore your blessing upon these your

5



servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience,
in wisdom and kindness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Travelers: O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel especially these your children;
surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in
safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

As we prepare the Holy Table for the Lord’s Supper, all children - of any age - are invited to come up to
the altar for the Great Thanksgiving.

Offertory Sentence

Celebrant  Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most
High.

Psalm 50:14

The Offertory is when we make a sacred gift to God as part of our worship. You can give by
putting cash or checks in the offering plate as it comes by or make an electronic offering by
texting Trinitytowson to 73256 or using the QR code provided.

If you give electronically, please participate in the liturgy by placing one of the e-giving cards
found in your pew into the plate. Even if you can't make a financial contribution, you can
acknowledge your offering of time and talent to Trinity by using one of the “I give my heart to
God” cards found in the Narthex (lobby) of the Church.

Offertory Hymn or Anthem 2/22, O love, how deep how broad, H 448
Please stand or sit as best helps you pray and sing. 3/1, How firm a foundation, H637
3/8, Hail, thou once despised Jesus, H 495
3/15, See Insert
3/22, O, fora thousand tongues to sing, H 493
Doxology H 143, verse 5
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The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant ltis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was
tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph
over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us
and rose again. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy S124

All sing
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Bless-ed is he who comesin the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

The People stand, sit, or kneel.

Celebrant Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms
upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”



People
Celebrant

People
The Lord’s

Celebrant
All

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever.

AMEN.
Prayer

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant
People

Agnus Dei

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Lamb of God S158
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Invitation

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the Table not of the Church but of the
Lord. Itis made ready for those who love God and those who want to love God
more. So come you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have
been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow
and you who have fallen short. Come; it is Jesus who invites you. It is His will that
those who wish to meet Him should find him here.

In the Episcopal Church we distribute both the Bread and Wine of the Holy Communion, but receiving the Bread only is
a full and valid communion. Please ask for a gluten-free wafer if you need one. Our normative practice is to drink from
the deeper common cup, but you may also dip your wafer in one of the shallow chalices. If you would prefer not to
receive communion, we invite you to come forward with your arms across your chest to receive a blessing. The

sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative entry point for receiving the sacrament of Holy Eucharist, but here
at Trinity no one who comes forward to receive communion is ever turned away.

Distribution
The Bread and the Cup are given to communicants with these words.



The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. Amen.
The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation. Amen.

Communion Hymn or Anthems

Please stand or sit as best helps you pray and sing.

2/22, Christ, when for us you were baptized, H 121
Draw night and take, H 327
Jesus, lover of my soul, H 699

3/1,
3/8,
3/15,
3/22,

See Insert
Breathe on me, breath of God, H 508

Communion Hymn (as needed) You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
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Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

All God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with
all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for
ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing

Celebrant Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the
help of your heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn 2/22, As those of old their first fruits, H 705

Please stand or sit as best helps you pray and sing. 3/1, Take up your cross, the Savior said, H 675

3/8, Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, H 690
3/15, See Insert
3/22, [Ising the almighty power of God, H 398

Dismissal

Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.
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Readings for the Season

&

2/22, First Sunday in Lent
First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
A Reading from the book of Genesis.

The Lord God took the man and put him in
the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the
Lord God commanded the man, “You may
freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you

shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of ityou
shall die.”

Now the serpent was more crafty than any
other wild animal that the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall
not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said,
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you
touch it, or you shall die.” But the serpent said
to the woman, “You will not die; for God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.”

So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and
she also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both
were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made loincloths for themselves.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32

Happy are they whose transgressions are
forgiven and whose sin is put away!

12

Happy are they to whom God imputes no
guilt and in whose spirit there is no guile!

While | held my tongue, my bones withered
away, because of my groaning all day long.

For your hand was heavy upon me day and
night; my moisture was dried up as in the
heat of summer.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did
not conceal my guilt.

I said, “l will confess my transgressions to
God.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my
sin.

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers
to you in time of trouble; when the great
waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

You are my hiding-place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with shouts
of deliverance.

“I'will instruct you and teach you in the way
that you should go; | will guide you with my
eye.

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no
understanding, who must be fitted with bit
and bridle, or else they will not stay near

”

you.

Great are the tribulations of the wicked,
but mercy embraces those who trust in the
Most High.

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in God;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the church in
Rome.

As sin came into the world through one man,
and death came through sin, and so death
spread to all because all have sinned—sin was
indeed in the world before the law, but sin is



not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death
exercised dominion from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sins were not like the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one
who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if
the many died through the one man’s trespass,
much more surely have the grace of God and
the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abounded for the many. And the free
giftis not like the effect of the one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brings justification.
If, because of the one man'’s trespass, death
exercised dominion through that one, much
more surely will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness exercise dominion in life through
the one man, Jesus Christ.

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to
condemnation for all, so one man’s act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for
all. Forjust as by the one man’s disobedience
the many were made sinners, so by the one
man’s obedience the many will be made
righteous.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and
afterwards he was famished. The tempter came
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One
does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”
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Then the devil took him to the holy city and
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will
command his angels concerning you,” and ‘On
their hands they will bear you up, so thatyou
will not dash your foot against a stone.” Jesus
said to him, “Again itis written, ‘Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.”

Again, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their splendor; and he said to
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” Jesus said to him,
“Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only
him.”

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels
came and waited on him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

)

3/1, Second Sunday in Lent
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
A Reading from the book of Genesis.

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your
country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. I will
make of you a great nation, and | will bless you,
and make your name great, so that you will be
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and
the one who curses you | will curse; and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and
Lot went with him.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 121

[ lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my
help to come?

My help comes from God, the maker of
heaven and earth.

God will not let your foot be moved; the One
who watches over you will not fall asleep.

Behold, the One who keeps watch over Israel
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

The Holy One watches over you and is your
shade at your right hand,

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor
the moon by night.

God shall preserve you from all evil, and is the
One who shall keep you safe.

God shall watch over your going out and your
coming in, from this time forth for evermore.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5,13-17

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the church in
Rome.

What then are we to say was gained by
Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God.
For what does the scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages
are not reckoned as a gift but as something
due. But to one who without works trusts him
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is
reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the
world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and
the promise is void. For the law brings wrath;
but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.
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For this reason it depends on faith, in order
that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to
the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father
of all of us, as itis written, “I have made you the
father of many nations”)—in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do
not exist.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: John 3:1-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, [ tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one entera
second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you,
no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you,
‘You must be born from above.” The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of
Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?



“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we
know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. If | have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

)

3/8, Third Sunday in Lent
First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
A Reading from the book of Exodus.

From the wilderness of Sin the whole
congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped
at Rephidim, but there was no water for the
people to drink. The people quarreled with
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people
thirsted there for water; and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did
you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses
cried out to the Lord, “What shall | do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.”

The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the
people, and take some of the elders of Israel
with you; take in your hand the staff with which

you struck the Nile, and go. | will be standing
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so
that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in
the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the
place Massah and Meribah, because the
Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying,
“Is the Lord among us or not?”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God'’s People.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 95

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; let us shout
for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before God’s presence with
thanksgiving and raise a loud shout with
psalms.

Foryou, O God, are a great God; you are great
above all gods.

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, and
the heights of the hills are yours also.

The sea is yours, for you made it, and your
hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,
and kneel before God, our Maker.

Foryou are our God, and we are the people of
your pasture and the sheep of your hand. Oh,
that today we would hearken to your voice!

“Harden not your hearts, as your forebears
did in the wilderness, at Meribah, and on
that day at Massah, when they tempted me.

They put me to the test,
though they had seen my works.

Forty years long | detested that generation
and said, ‘This people are wayward in their
hearts; they do not know my ways.’

So I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter into my rest.
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Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11



A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the church in
Rome.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our
hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only
that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God'’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might
actually dare to die. But God proves his love for
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died
for us. Much more surely then, now that we
have been justified by his blood, will we be
saved through him from the wrath of God. For
if while we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God through the death of his Son, much
more surely, having been reconciled, will we
be saved by his life. But more than that, we
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: John 4:5-42

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar,
near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to
his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and
Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by
the well. It was about noon.
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A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common
with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying
to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living
water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with
his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said
to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will
be thirsty again, but those who drink of the
water that | will give them will never be thirsty.
The water that | will give will become in them a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so
that | may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and
come back.” The woman answered him, “I
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are
rightin saying, ‘l have no husband’; for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have
now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that
you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you say that the place
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain norin
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now
here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
seeks such as these to worship him. God is
spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is



called Christ). “When he comes, he will
proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I
am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

Just then his disciples came. They were
astonished that he was speaking with a woman,
but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why
are you speaking with her?” Then the woman
left her water jar and went back to the city. She
said to the people, “Come and see a man who
told me everything | have ever done! He
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the
city and were on their way to him.

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him,
“Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.”
So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no
one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to complete his work. Do you
not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the
harvest’? But | tell you, look around you, and
see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The
reaper is already receiving wages and is
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and
reaper may rejoice together. For here the
saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ | sent you to reap that for which you did
not labor. Others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor.”

Many Samaritans from that city believed in
him because of the woman'’s testimony, “He
told me everything | have ever done.” So when
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there two days.
And many more believed because of his word.
They said to the woman, “Itis no longer
because of what you said that we believe, for
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that
this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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3/15, Fourth Sunday in Lent
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A Reading from the first book of Samuel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you
grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil
and set out; | will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can |
go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, I
have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you
shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one
whom | name to you.” Samuel did what the
Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem.
The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; | have come
to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them
to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and
thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now
before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel,
“Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because | have rejected
him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see;
they look on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel.
He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this
one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord
has not chosen any of these.”
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Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said



to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” He sent and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed
him in the presence of his brothers; and the
spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramah.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

O God, you are my shepherd; I shall not be in
want.

You make me lie down in green pastures and
lead me beside still waters.

You revive my soul and guide me along right
pathways for the sake of your Name.

Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I shall fear no evil, for you
are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence
of those who trouble me; you have anointed
my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of God for ever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the church in
Ephesus.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord
you are light. Live as children of light—for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to
the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is
shameful even to mention what such people
do secretly; but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for everything that becomes
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visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper,
awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: John 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind
from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind
so that God’s works might be revealed in him.
We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming when no one
can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the
light of the world.” When he had said this, he
spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed
and came back able to see.

The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” Some were
saying, “Itis he.” Others were saying, “No, but it
is someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am the
man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’
Then I went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and
now | see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This



man is not from God, for he does not observe
the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been
blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had
received his sight and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We
know that this is our son, and that he was born
blind; but we do not know how it is that now
he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said this because they were afraid
of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

So for the second time they called the man
who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether
he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though
[ was blind, now | see.” They said to him, “What
did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do
not know where he comes from.” The man
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You
do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since
the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this
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man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born entirely in
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they
drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and
when he found him, he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is
he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.”
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the
one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, |
believe.” And he worshiped him.

Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment so that those who do not see may
see, and those who do see may become blind.”
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and
said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We
see,” your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

)

3/22, Fifth Sunday in Lent
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

A Reading from the book of the prophet
Ezekiel.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were
very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these
bones live?” | answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: | will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you



shall live; and you shall know that I am the
Lord.”

So | prophesied as | had been commanded;
and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. | looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there
was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” |
prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut
off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord God: | am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and | will bring you back
to the land of Israel. And you shall know that |
am the Lord, when | open your graves, and
bring you up from your graves, O my people. |
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,
and | will place you on your own soil; then you
shall know that |, the Lord, have spoken and
will act, says the Lord.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130

Out of the depths have | called to you; O God,
hear my voice; let your ears consider well the
voice of my supplication.

If you were to note what is done amiss, O
God, who could stand?

For there is forgiveness with you; therefore you
shall be feared.

I wait for you, O God; my soul waits for you;
in your word is my hope.
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My soul waits for you, more than sentries for
the morning, more than sentries for the
morning.

O Israel, wait upon God, for with God there is
mercy;

With God there is plenteous redemption;
God shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the church in
Rome.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God'’s
law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.

Butyou are notin the flesh; you are in the
Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. But if Christis in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: John 11:1-45

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not
lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.”



Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us
go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone
you, and are you going there again?” Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do
not stumble, because they see the light of this
world. But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is notin them.” After saying
this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken
him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death,
but they thought that he was referring merely
to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus
is dead. For your sake I am glad | was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may
die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus
had already been in the tomb four days. Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles
away, and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, while Mary
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now | know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to
him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her,
“I'am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to
him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the
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Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and
called her sister Mary, and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”
And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to
the village, but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. The Jews who were with
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get
up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the
tomb to weep there. When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you
laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said,
“See how he loved him!” But some of them
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, |
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake
of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”



Many of the Jews therefore, who had come The Gospel of the Lord.
with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, Praise to you, Lord Christ.

believed in him.
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